
Summary of New York Grand Joint Knights and Auxiliary Elected Officers Meeting
February 28, 2026
AGENDA
· Call to order and opening prayer
· 2026 Supreme Convention report
· May 2026 NY Grand Joint Knights and Ladies meeting report
· Good of the order
· Closing prayer
The meeting started approximately 18 minutes late at 10:18 AM with 7 participants. Final attendance included 14 participants: BG. Charles Abiakwe, 1st. Lt. Patrick Ogoke, Maj. Jason Fazio, 1st. Lt. Sebastian Ike, Sis. Angela Harris, Col. John Akwoubi, Sister Juliet Ezeigbo, Sister Pauline Opara, Sister Martina Enwere, Brother Bart Ezeigbo, 1st. Lt. Lawrence Ibe, Col. Chinedum Harold Uche, and Col. Rudolph Weedor.
2026 Supreme Convention: Overview and Theme
Charles welcomed all attendees to this historic joint meeting of ladies and knights, emphasizing that it may be the first such meeting and that it sets an important example for collaboration. He emphasized the importance of unity within the organization, treating it as a family.
Convention Details
· Dates: August 2-9, 2026
· Theme: "Peace, Unity, and Love."
· Location: DoubleTree by Hilton, Newark, NJ
· Focus: Practice Peace, Unity, and Love 
Following an opening prayer led by BG. Charles Abiakwe (the Knight of St. John prayer): participants were reminded to keep their contributions brief, aiming for a 45-minute meeting.
Convention Registration and Financial Structure
BG. Abiakwe provided detailed information about the convention logistics and financial arrangements:
Registration Innovation:
A significant change for this convention is that registration and banquet fees are tied together. When members register, they automatically pay for the banquet, even if they don't plan to attend. This approach was adopted to avoid the problems experienced at previous conventions, where poor attendance forced organizers to breach hotel contracts and pay penalties.
Hotel and Meeting Room Contracts
Total Contract Value: Approximately $120,000
· Hotel Rooms: $89,000 (575 room nights contracted)
· Meeting Rooms: Balance of approximately $31,000
· Additional Fees: 25% surcharge on meeting room costs for various hotel services
· Attrition Requirement: Must meet 80% of contracted room nights or pay the shortfall.
Special Room Rate: $139 per night (special arrangement; regular rates will apply once the 575 contracted rooms are filled)
Booking Information
Two phone numbers are available for hotel reservations:
· Toll-Free: 1-800-222-8433 (may route to other states initially, requiring explanation)
· Direct Newark Hotel Double Tree Line (Recommended): 973-690-5500
Col. John Akwuobi strongly recommended using the 973 direct number after experiencing difficulties with the toll-free line, which gave him a "runaround" and prevented him from completing his reservation.
Social Events Pricing
· Welcome Party: $35 (early registration) / $40 (at convention)
· Farewell Party: $35 (early registration) / $40 (at convention)
Ad Journal as Member Directory
Charles explained that the ad journal is being designed as a comprehensive members directory that will include:
· Names of all auxiliaries
· Pictures of auxiliaries and commanderies
· District pictures
· Grand and Supreme subordinate leadership
· Contact information for easier member outreach
This directory approach aims to solve the longstanding problem of members being unable to reach neighboring commanders or auxiliaries.
Multiple Payment Options
To make registration accessible, the following payment methods are available:
· Online registration and payment via website: 
· Mail-in registration (address provided in convention packet)
· Zelle payment
· Cash App payment
BG. Abiakwe emphasized early registration and hotel booking, noting that souvenir details (from different commanders and Grand Commanders) would be finalized closer to the convention date.
Hotel Booking Status and International Member Challenges
When asked by Col. Weedor about the current reservation status, BG. Abiakwe provided an encouraging update:
· Current Status: Members are actively calling and booking, though the required 80% threshold hasn't been reached yet.
· Hotel Feedback: Hotel management expressed satisfaction with the turnout so far
· Specific Numbers: Charles didn't have exact booking numbers but confirmed steady progress.
· International Member Issues: Overseas members face different requirements, with the hotel requesting deposits from those without international credit cards (domestic members can simply provide credit card numbers and pay at checkout)
Convention Marketplace and Souvenir Display
Brother Bart Ezeigbo provided an update on the convention marketplace:
· Foreign Vendors: Invitation emails were sent to foreign Grand Presidents and District Commanders, encouraging them to bring souvenirs and items for sale at the Convention for a small fee or token.
· U.S. Participants: Individual U.S. members or commanderies/ auxiliaries interested in selling items should contact Brother Bart Ezeigbo to receive allocated space.
· Space Allocation: A token fee will be charged for allocated space to prevent clutter and unauthorized sales from hotel rooms.
· Current Response: Only one person from California has contacted Brother Ezeigbo so far for space as a vendor.
Controversy Over Display Fees: Col. John Akwoubi raised strong objections to charging members for display space, arguing that after paying for hotel rooms, registration, and banquets, additional fees for displaying souvenirs undermine the organization's collaborative spirit. He stated this practice is unusual in Knights of St. John conventions and threatened to withdraw his commandery's souvenir participation if fees are charged.
BG. Abiakwe acknowledged the concern, explaining that the hotel itself charges for display spaces and various services (contributing to the 25% surcharge). He noted that the hotel has introduced several unusual charges but promised to work on solutions that serve everyone's best interests.
May 2026 Joint Meeting Planning
The meeting discussed plans for a May 2026 joint meeting between the New York Grand Knights and Ladies Auxiliary:
Purpose and Scope
· Fulfill bylaw requirement for delegates and officers’ meetings (minimum three times yearly)
· Discuss Grand affairs with both elected executives and delegates
· Coordinate potential exemplifications for qualified members
· Plan the annual knights' retreat (traditionally held September/October) - committee will determine if it should be held in May or later in the year
· Address new business and "good of order" items
Planning Committee
Committee Chair: Col. John Akwoubi
 Members:
· Col. C. Harold Uche -Second Vice Grand President
· Maj. Jason Fazio - Financial Secretary
· 1st. Lt. Patrick Ogoke -Treasurer
· 1st. Lt. Sebastian Ike – Judge Advocate
· Three (3) Representatives from the Ladies Auxiliary
Committee Status: John Akwoubi reported that the committee has not yet met. He explained that delays were due to coordinating schedules, waiting for ladies' representatives to be confirmed, creating a WhatsApp group, and waiting for members to accept invitations.
Timeline and Next Steps
· Committee Meeting: Scheduled for the following Saturday after this meeting
· Report Deadline: The committee must complete its report before the end of March
· Next Joint Meeting: Last weekend of March to review committee recommendations and finalize May meeting plans
· Member Input: All members are encouraged to contact Col. Akwoubi or other committee members with suggestions before the committee meets.
· Terms of Reference: BG. Abiakwe (or Secretary Weedor) will articulate and send formal terms of reference to the committee if needed.
Clarification Discussion: Col. Weedor mentioned he would draft a letter or summary of the joint meeting for the sisters, outlining the meeting details.
Sister Juliet's Questions: Sister Juliet asked whether the May meeting would be similar to a previous mini convention held in New York in 2024 (2 or 3 years ago). BG. Abiakwe confirmed, explaining that the committee would provide specifics based on available time. She also asked about the timeline for receiving the committee's recommendations, and BG. Abiakwe confirmed members would receive answers before the next joint elected Executives on March 28, 2026.
Good of the Order
At the meeting's conclusion, 1st. Lt. Patrick Ogoke asked about the per-capita fee increase approved at the last convention: The clarification was made as follows:
· New Fee: $5 per member annually
· Effective Date: January 2026
· Reasons Implementation Delay: Maj. Jason Fazio (Financial Secretary) cannot issue billing yet because he's awaiting updated billing information from the Supreme Commandery.
· Billing Process: Once Jason receives Supreme's information, he will add the $5 Grand per capita fee and send out the combined billing to members
· Communication: The Financial Team will communicate the new per capita amount and billing process to Commandery. Commanderies are responsible to prepay the pre-capita Dues and collecting the amount from the membership.
The next meeting date to discuss the Planning Committee’s Report is March 28, 2026, at 10 AM.
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